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^ Chileiren^s Literature in the Service of ^ 
Interna tional Understanding and Peaceful Co«-operat ion 
Tehran, 13-21 May 1975 ^. 

Children's Books in ..the United. Kingdom 
^ ^ aul Lannridne 

England 

' . . , " # / 

^ TYPES OF PUBLISHING 

Children's book publishing in Great Britain falls into two ■ 
clearly defined^ categories: > 

Mass-market publishers. These are concerned with a low-quality, Kijh 
volume business. Their books are largely sold through non-traditional, 
book outlets, such as newsagents, supermarkets etc. Although some non- 
fiction is produced, the bias.. is strongly tifwards colour story books, 
either traditional or modern, and t\ie emphasi^s is very much on Ic/v price 
rathe^ than on quality of artwork, paper or dej^gn. 

An imp^^i-tant area of this type of publishing is the. Annual m^irket. 
These books are produced for the Christmas season and are usually based 
on popular characters from Television ,or^ story books and consist of " a 
number of stories linked by games, puzzles etc. The s^les of^some of 
these Annuals rises, afs high as 250, QOO or more during the seas-.m. 
2* Quality publishers. These are the publishers whose products form the 
bulk of baokshop and library stock in the" U.K. Th^ emphasis is 'firmly 
on good printing, quality of text, lay-out and high standards of art- • 
work. This is the ^ype of publishing with which I and the publishers 
Association are concerned so that the rest o;f-this p.aper refers solely 
to this area of production. . ' ' 



PR I C I NG ANP D I^T R IBUT I ON 

'^^^^ prices of children's books have risen sharply in the last toy^ 
years. A typical 32 page picture book printed in four colours sells for 
between £2.00 and £2,50, while a novel of 192 pages, with some bldrk »nd 
white line drawings, will sell for around £2.50. Although these prices ^ 
are beyond the pocket of the average child, there is now an enormous.... ' 
rangfe of paperback books covering both fiction and non-f iction ..jfor ^ai 1 
ages. The prices of these range between 35p and 70p. An ijidication of • 
the popularity of the paporbac': is shc^m'in the sales last year of one 
major co:npanyo They r>oid Million copies. ' ■ ^: ' - - ' 

' Hardback saaoi; are larg-ly coufiptd to. Libraries and the gift 
market. Wo h^vo in Lvithr.r. :.i ox a'c;^vo publ i c and school library ser- 
vice which makes it ; ,r:si^).lo for r.ny child to have free aYid easy accesjc? 
to a lArqe ranq > ol bool:s . Of course, liot all libraries are of an equal' 
standard but, over all, thfiL system ir. successful one. 

There ?ire a, few spec t ;il isi: children'- bookshops in .the U.K. but 
nearly all bookshop^ ^-ck a number of childr*?n's books and the ^larger 
ones have subf^tant iaL , sc^?jrate dep^rtrqent s. These carry both hari^^ano' 
paperbacks', 

V A Tecen!: devef»apm4?nt is -the school bookshop, often rnn in col- 
laboration with a loca2 bookseJJer.. ^ese are small shops in schnolr 
selling a 'wi^fe r^nn^c of peuperbacks direct to the^pupils. ' 
ARTWraK_ ^ . 

Th;B stand/ird cf ?iv-r\5ork in British children's books is very 
high. Thor^ is no traditional style -and artists freely interpret the 
stories they arc illustrating. The Library Association awards the iCa-te- 



Greenaway Medo J ( narncd 'tt^ter ^. dis^tingui-shed illustrator) every year to 

the best artisx of thnj: year. Recent winners have included Xs^hn Burning- 

, ham, Raymond Driggs and Cliarles Keeping, Colour is now used alin63t 

H 

exclusively for picture books, though it is becoming veiy expensii/e. 

\Novels for older children, that is 11 years old and more, are 

rarely illustrejted and tnose for -^younger children tend to contain blank 

and white drawings*. In a;ddition to native British artists, a number of 

illustrators from overseas who are now resident in Britain are adding 

richness and variety to the publisliing scene, ' ' 

^ . * * 

WRITING 

) 

AlthovgU tiiere are some distinguished adult novelists who write 
for children, the iitorr.ture for the young^is largely the province ^.f 
specialists. The type of books v/ill be dealt .with at greater length 
below. 

It isuorth mentJoniic^g that the Library Association awards the 
Carnegie Metlal fir the best cniiidron's book of the year at the same 
time as the Kate G re«9nav^ay Medal mentioned above- The Guardian newspaper 
afso gives a similar A^ard, 
P R QFESS I « ; : : AL AgSOC I ^JONS ' 

The^tvo wain professional associations in Britain are The 

M . ■ \ 

publishe/s Aesocitttfton and The Pocksellers Association, The latter has 
/. 

^ rece.nt>ly formed a specialiGt group of children's booksellers but, that 
apart, it ?s the v/orrc of the publishers Association that is most re- 
levant hero, ^ / 

The ChildrQn's BooK Group of the Publishers Association consists - 
>of 97 member firmsa It is concerned with making the ^maximum number of ■ 



•boolc» ••arail^bla to the mmmim^ mmiX>g^ of «3^^icrc!»« J4« affort 
in this area has been the organisation of an annual boolwiho^i. io Lon.:..n 
or in a major pro vinoial ^cent re. Thei^e shows consist of some 3000 h-^nh- 
and have been designed to appeal to the child who would not normally- 
into a bookshop. Attendances over a period of a week' have been as high, 
as 23,000 and although this figure incl^udes teachers and otheV adults, 
children makfe up about two thirds ®f the total. The ^G.roup has' n-^w 
abandoned the one major show and is trying to establish a number of 
smaMer, regional shows as well as starting a Natronal Ghifldren'p Books 
Week. ' % • 

A unique British inetitution |s the Feder%[tion of Children's 
Book Groups. ThlT§ is a partQtime, unpaifl basis, by' a. group n-f 

volunt^rs, mostl,y women -^rith children,' vfho are concerne<r^th bringing 
better books ^to chi J;f!reii;., Xhe^ "organi se meating s on a' regi.onal basis, 
run small bookshops undo^r^ ^1 i cdhse and havfe' now begun a mail-order. 



.'seryi.ce for peopLe w% are- uruahle to bux th4 books they want from" their^ 
Xocalli^lD€5okih6>s oV J|Vg tor> tfar/r?rom a ''shop. ^ \> ^ . 

^ — ^ ; r > • ^ ' : 

• Bi^itish pul5iisHers ^'so a wide variety of printers producing books 

',not only in- ^he l^K./but in such places 'as Hong Koftg, Spain^ Italy and 

rtollar\.d. Bbth ^ettet-pYess and 1 itho methods are used', the former^ for ., i 

/such boojks ^is noyels and the latter" for picture books. 

^^f - ^ ' ^ ■ - 

% JHE BRITOSH TRADITION r ^ ' .4^1^ 

\ The last ten years have been regarded by ,tnany experts as a G/bl d&n - 

' '^"^ •■' ■ ■ ' ' ' ' ' • *■ 

Age in childrten's books. ^ . ' ' / . 



. ^^^^ writing an illustration a larg^ number of excitinr new. 



talents have arisen. The oral tradition of telling fo^ktales has not 
existed in any widespread way for a number of year's but, instead, the 
British have developed a talenf for • fantasy • . By that is meant a story 
set either in n totally imaginary country or one in which the past 
merges with the present. Authors, saoh as Alan Garner, Philippa Pe«rc,e^ 
Penel'ope Lively, J.R.R.Tolkieni Joan Aiken, William Mayne, C.S.Lewis and 
L,ucy Boston are good examples. 

, There has also been a trend toward^ sociealjy realistic novels 
recently. Set usua'lly in industrial backgrounds they are tough stories 
of evei:yday life with which a child, raised in that ^en^ronment, can 
readily identify. Although this idea has been mostly used in hovels it 
has been carried H>^J;, |,nt>o scj^ picture books - notably those by Charley 

..Keepiji'g.- Writers'-of social real isrri, ipctude John Rowe Townsend', Roy • 

' • " ■ 'X ■ 

Brown and K.M. Peyton. . ^ « , v * • ' 

■ ■ - ' . . ■ • • 1 .. 

The historical noVe-l' is' also^ po_pular.- -fengli3h history: 'is ^r in^ 
incident" ar^ M.I perfods from the Romans to the be'ginniog of this cGhtu»-y 
are use'd 'as sources of inspiration. Rosemary "sutca i ff,. Leon Garf'ield, " 
Barbara WiU^rd,/ Cyntlii a .Harnett and Geoff fey frease ^v'^Vall imoortant 

• • ' • ■ ■ '. ' K * • " c 

writd-rs ai-historJcalu,oyels.V ' . . ./ 

It iis. true that the" gtandard, of no n- fiction, is not as "high as 
that; of fiction in thfe W*.K. 'indeed', The VTimes Literary Suppiemeni' has " . 
-instituted, an award, to help encourage better quality hiyoka in this area.; 
1?hey Sfiould^'tiot be confused with school -books, which are Lnlended for 
<flass-use,:;byt should |)e regarded as information books fori the '^Uld ±o 

' ! -^.v • • s ' '-^ ' ■ . " ' ' 

ie»rn; jfUh the maximym- pleasure, about the world around him. ^'"^'X 
. •' -• . .' - . . .• > < • ■ < 1 , 

l^f Revision has. a^o influenced the type of books that' childr 



ren 



read. The British Broadcastins^ Corporation, through its own cotnpon/ and 
through others, is producing a number of books related to television 
programmes, both stories and non-fiction, and these have a wide circula- 
tion. • . 

TRANSLATION ' • * I 

^ In comparison with the total number of books published in Great 

Britain, translations occupy only a small part, This is pa\ly through 
reasons of cost and partly because "each country tends to produce a- 
literature of its own whicltdoes not. readily travel. Excluding folk 

tales which come from all countries,, translations from /the Scandinavian 
countries, Gefmany -and Switzerland are the most frequent. Pictures b^ooks^ 
are th4 most ofte-n ty^slated, partly because the siniple ^stories have 
a more universal appeal and partly because the high cost of printing 
colour makes Co-editions necessary. 

. STATISTICS > ' . ' 

7' ~ " . , . > 

.• Ih 1974 there were 26l8 childro^'s Books published in the U.Ki*. 
"This excludes all class text books. In the first 4 months of this year 
8lO new books were. published. ' ^ " 

• - There are 97 member^ firms of the publishers Association actively 
.involved in publishing children's bobks 2nd about -12 outside the 
publishers Association^. All are comm^rci^V .firms and. receive no for^ of 
Government ' sub-sidy:;' ^ y ' " " , 

There are- over 6OOO Librari^/ ( excludi.i|§ sdhool .libraries) in the 
£^ritish Isles^^, ' . - . , . . ^ 



